received Introduction à l'étude de l'ancien provençal: textes d'étude (Geneva: Droz, 1967), on which he collaborated with Frank Hamlin and John Hathaway. But two Occitan projects dominated much of his scholarly career. At an early stage he began the task of editing Matfré Ermengaud's encyclopedic Breviari d'amor (35,600 lines and extant in twelve manuscripts). The first volume to be published (actually volume 5 of the projected work, since this late section of the Breviari, the Perilhous Tractat d'Amor de Donnas, had at the time attracted the greatest scholarly interest as it dealt with troubadour poetry) appeared in 1976; Peter was never happy with this volume and a thoroughly revised version was published by Brepols in 2011. Volumes 2, 3, and 4 appeared in 1989, 1998, and 2004 respectively (volume 1, the Introduction, close to completion, is being written by Cyril Hershon). Peter's second major project was the Concordance de l'Occitan Médiéval (COM), a project conceived in his early years in Birmingham and launched fully at Westfield College in the 1980s, unfortunately not long before his illness. The aim of this monumental work was to provide a database of all extant Occitan texts, from the earliest to the end of the fifteenth century. If the texts he needed to key in were not available in satisfactory editions, Peter would edit them himself. After his recovery he was able to pick up this project again with full vigour. The first volume was published by Brepols in 2001 and the second in 2005 (at the time of his death volume 3 was also ready for publication).
Peter was a member of a broad range of societies, among them the Société archéologique, scientifique et littéraire de Béziers, the Centre de recherche et d'expression des musiques médiévales, and the International Courtly Literature Society (for which he gave a plenary address at the 1998 congress in Vancouver). However, the society that gave him the greatest pleasure was undoubtedly the Association internationale d'études occitanes (AIÉ O), founded in 1981. He was elected as the first President, and not only did he run the Society for ten years with great enthusiasm and devotion, but he also took on the general editorship of the Society's publications. Right from the start, as for his own projects, he made full use of the resources of information technology, in a way that was not common at the time (shortly after his arrival in Liverpool, an allusion he made at a Faculty meeting to a 'floppy disc' was greeted with laughter). After his illness he was able to return to the editorship of the British-based AIÉ O publications. Among Peter's other interests was perhaps the unusual trio of rugby, sweet puddings, and acting. For someone who took life very seriously, he was an excellent actor. He had an innate sense of what would make people laugh, and his timing, inventiveness, and pacing were of a high order; his Figaro in Le Mariage de Figaro in Birmingham and his Argan in Le Malade imaginaire in Liverpool are still fondly remembered. Peter also had a great love of travelling, whether it was to attend a conference, give a lecture, work with colleagues, or enjoy a visit to friends. In an email shortly before his death, he spoke of visits in quick succession to Orléans, Sèvres, Paris, and Toulouse. His visit to Toulouse was in connection with the award of the title Maître ès jeux floraux by the Académie des jeux floraux. This was one of a number of honours he received, the first of which came in 1995 when he was created Chevalier dans l'Ordre des palmes académiques. Then in 2010 he was awarded an honorary doctorate by the Université de Toulouse -Le Mirail, and in 2011 was created Chevalier dans l'Ordre des arts et des lettres. But his proudest moment was his visit to Buckingham Palace in 2006 to receive the OBE. For those who knew him well, he will be remembered as an extraordinarily energetic researcher, but above all as a truly supportive friend. GSB PETER THOMAS RICKETTS (1933 -2013 
